Every Moment Matters
New Approach to Early Years at ESF
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Frequently asked questions for current ESF families
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1. Who will be affected?
The Associated School Model will start in the academic year 2027/2028 for K1
students born in 2024 or later.
Children who apply for the 2027/28 K1 central application will be the first cohort to
transition to the primary school under the new associated school model.
Please note the following exceptions: children attending Quarry Bay School
Kindergarten, Renaissance College Kindergarten and West Kowloon Kindergarten in
2026/27 onwards, will transition to their associated primary school.
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2. Will the kindergarten be linked to any primary school if my child was born in
2022 and 2023 when transitioning to Y1 for August 2027 and August 20287
There will be no impact on children born on or before 2023, except for kindergarten
students who are associated with a primary school, which is already in effect.

Upon completing K2 at Quarry Bay School Kindergarten, Renaissance College
Kindergarten, or West Kowloon Kindergarten, students will transition to the associated

ESF primary school, with subsequent placements to the associated secondary schools



after Year 6.
For other ESF Kindergartens, parents may select up to 4 preferences in the transition
form. Allocation for primary school is based on priority order, EDB requirements when

necessary, and computer-generated random numbers. This process remains the same

as in previous years.
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. Under the new Associated School Model, will | need to indicate my primary
school preference when | submit the kindergarten transition form?

At the start of the K2 year, parents will complete a transition form to confirm their place
for Y1 the following academic year. Parents may indicate a preference order for the
associated primary schools linked with their current kindergarten. This process of
selecting preference remains the same as in previous years.

There is no guarantee of allocation to the 1st-preference school, except for
kindergartens with one associated primary school (Quarry Bay Kindergarten and
Renaissance College Kindergarten).
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4.

Is there a different transition process for children who require additional learning
support or a specialist placement?

Yes. For children who require additional learning support, we have a dedicated, highly
collaborative process to ensure they are set up for success in Year 1. Our kindergarten
teams work closely with families during the K1 year to identify any support needs using
the ESF support framework. For children who require enhanced levels of support, we
build an Enhanced Transition Plan during their K2 year. This involves a specialised
team that designs a personalised roadmap for your child's move to primary school.

If a child’s needs are best met by a specialised environment like the Jockey Club
Sarah Roe School (JCSRS), a dedicated review panel will evaluate the best
placement. Please note that places at JCSRS are subject to availability.
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If a sibling is attending a non-associated primary school (i.e. RCHK), can my
younger child join the sibling’s school when transitioning from K2 to Y1?
There is no guarantee. The guaranteed Y1 place is at an associated primary school for
their kindergarten. There is very limited availability of Y1 places after all the priority
children from its associated kindergarten(s) transition.
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6.

If there is no Y1 place availability for the sibling to transition to a non-associated
primary school, may we waitlist for the place?

Yes, but there is a real risk of no place to start in August as the deadline to accept the
Y1 place is in early December for the next academic year. This would mean declining
the guaranteed Y1 place at the associated primary school and waiting for the Y1
central application for a non-associated primary school. We expect all Y1 places to be
filled after offers go out.
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How many kindergarten classes will transition to primary? When will be the first
cohort?

Children born in 2024 transitioning to Y1 for August 2029 will be according to the
number of classes in the table below. Allocation will be by priority, computer random
number and EDB requirements (where necessary) for kindergartens with more than
one associated primary school.
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Wu Kai Sha International 5 classes to Sha Tin Junior School
Kindergarten 52/ B2 41#E | 2 classes to Beacon Hill School
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Hillside International 4 classes to Bradbury School
Kindergarten 4 classes to Glenealy School and Peak School
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Tsing Yi International 5 classes to Kowloon Junior School

Kindergarten 3 classes to Discovery College and Beacon Hill School
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West Kowloon Kindergarten
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4 classes to Clearwater Bay School
2 classes to Kennedy School
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Quarry Bay School
Kindergarten
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4 classes to Quarry Bay School
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Renaissance College
Kindergarten
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6 classes to Renaissance College
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